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enthusiasts have sometimes said that 
has last put Cohasset the map,” spite the 
that has been there ever John visited 
over three hundred years ago. But since the 
days the founding the Northeastern Bird-Banding Asso- 
ciation, the name Cohasset has appeared frequent 
intervals coupled with reports banding adventures, notes 
bird behavior, and descriptions newly devised traps and 
trapping methods. 

Cohasset admirably for the bird-lover. The 
spring migrants, following the coastal region Southern New 
England Massachusetts Bay, swing northward Scituate 
and Cohasset, where the westerly trend the shore Boston 
Harbor frequently checks their journey. The summering 
birds find very varied terrain—rocky headlands and islets, 
sand pebble beaches, wide areas marsh 
cultivated fields, orchards, pastures, woodlands pine and 
hemlock and mixed hardwoods, cedar swamps 
thickets briers. The south-bound autumnal migrants, 
crossing Massachusetts Bay from the North Shore, finding 
abundant supply fruits and berries,—holly, bayberry, ivy, 
and others,—linger late. And winter 
the nearness the ocean tempers the cold, the thickets 
junipers and furnish shelter from sweeping winds, 
and the ground seldom covered with snow for any long 

Within comparatively short distance the town, five 
feeding and banding stations have been maintained for some 
time members the Northeastern Bird-Banding Asso- 
ciation, and the following species birds have been banded 
members the group. 
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1925 
Bob-white Savanna Sparrow Myrtle Warbler 
Owl White-crowned Sparrow Pine Warbler 
Kingfisher White-throated Sparrow Maryland Yellow-throat 
Downy Woodpecker Sparrow Redstart 
Chimney Swift Chipping Sparrow Mockingbird 
Kingbird Sparrow 
Slate-colored Junco House Wren 
Blue Jay Song Sparrow White-breasted Nuthatch 
Starling Swamp Sparrow Red-breasted Nuthatch 
Cowbird Sparrow Chickadee 
Red-winged Blackbird Towhee 
Baltimore Oriole Rose-breasted Grosbeak Ruby-crowned 
Bronzed Grackle Indigo Bunting Wood Thrush 
Purple Finch Barn Swallow Robin 
Goldfinch Tree Swallow Bluebird 
Pine Siskin Yellow Warbler 


large number have furnished interest- 
ing data molting and similar problems, there have been 
many banded birds after considerable interval 
time, and the individual birds between 
the different stations Cohasset have proved quite 
little local interest. Many Purple Finches and Goldfinches 
have traded back and forth with some one the 
former and three the latter having been reported three 
the five stations, and one two Song Sparrows, Juncoes, 
Chickadees, and Pine Siskins have also visited two different 
stations. One bird, banded Station was trapped 
Station one hour and fifty-five minutes later. There have 
also been several interchanges with other stations lying within 
forty miles Cohasset (Purple Finches and Goldfinches). 

The following table gives idea the possibilities 
birds when several stations are located 
within one community. 


INTERCHANGES PURPLE FINCHES 


(See map below for location stations and whom operated) 
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COWBIRD’S MATERNAL INSTINCT 
LAURENCE FLETCHER 


July 17th and 19th, 1924, trapped and banded 
twelve Cowbirds ater ater) banding station 
Cohasset, Massachusetts. Four these were young-of- 
the one, least, only recently out the 
the remainder, five were adult males, and three adult females. 
was just over, and when the Cowbirds were 
first seen were feeding insects the stubble. Shortly, 
however, the birds found the baited trap which they were 
later, Higgins pull-string trap, eighteen 
twenty-two inches. 

this trap the morning July observed 
adult female Cowbird feeding juvenile bird the same 
birds were captured this time, 
receiving number the afternoon saw what were 
apparently the same birds the lawn, female feeding 
bird before, and this same day again witnessed the 
operation feeding the same trap, and eaptured the 
birds for the second time. 

The behavior the two birds during the feeding operation 
Was way unusual. The young bird fluttered its wings 
and followed the adult about with open mouth, begging for 
food, and she picked bread crumb raisins 
ground, and placed them the open mouth much Robins 
do. This continued for good part the morning, and was 
again seen the afternoon, the same female apparently 
feeding the same young bird. Although other young Cow- 
birds were about the trap, 67482 was not seen manifest 
any interest them, and other adult bird besides 67483 
any way responded the entreaties for food, notwith- 
standing all twelve Cowbirds often fed close 
nite information course, lacking whether the 
repeated association these two birds this manner was 
accidental took place result blood-relationship, but, 
far the facts go, they lend some support the contention 
Walton (see below). 

There was abundance food about besides that the 
trap. the time the feeding-process was going on, other 
adults and young birds this species were feeding them- 
selves, and case was any suggestion parental relation- 
ship observed except stated. The foods used the trap 
were chicken-feed, bread-crumbs, and small seedless raisins, 
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and the latter two were fed the young Cowbird, while, 
the lawn, apparently insects were the food eaten. 

Inasmuch this observation unusual, seems 
for some discussion. writing the loss 
the parental South American member this 
genus bonariensis), says: species should totally 
lose universal instinet the maternal one, and yet 
avail itself that affection other species propagate 
itself, seems great mystery.”’ 

Hudson further says (p. 84): inelined believe that 
bonariensis lost the nest-making instinet that 
habit, common many South American 
birds, breeding the large, nests the Dendroco- 
have evidence that this semi-parasitical habit 
does tend eradicate the nest-making one.” 
habit the bonariensis may have originated 
when the bird was still nest builder. The origin the 
instinct may have been the habit, common 
many species, two more females together. 
The progenitors species the Molothrus may have 
been early with this habit, and inherited with 
faculty the present (pp. and 

recent issue (Vol. 38, pp. 459-460), 
Ira Gabrielson raises the question: the female Cow- 
bird take interest the fate the eggs she lays the 
nests other relating that had observed female 
this species, close nest the Red-eyed Vireo 
sylva olivacea) containing three Cowbirds’ eggs, ‘‘acting much 
like anxious female alarmed intrusion her 
The details her behavior are not fully although 
the writer seems confident that detected quite normal, 
motherly over his approach nest containing 
Cowbird’s eggs. 

and for 24, 1892, Mason 
Walton publishes female Cowbird which 
actually fed one her own young the nest its foster- 
mother. This account seems the observations 
Gabrielson step further, and trustworthy one great 
interest and importance. Grave doubt, however, 
its correctness one our ablest ornithologists, 
namely Allen, who deplored Walton’s 

From the foregoing evidence that has been offered 
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observations the species, and especially the observation 
which prompted this article, there seems good reason 
believe that the feeding this juvenile Cowbird was 
accidental, but was oceasioned latent instinct feed 
its young. There seems evidence that the laying 
eggs other birds’ nests from lazy but 
rather, Hudson has said, with abundance nests and 
the fact that two females often lay the same nest, this 
habit seems have grown until have the Cowbird laying 
exclusively the nests various other species. 

existence additional instances, among several species 
strictly parasitie Cowbirds, practices indicating that they 
once possessed the normal nesting-instinets common the 
vast majority birds, for believe will generally agreed 
that other reasonable way can the present habit these 
birds for. 


Brookline, Mass., March, 1925. 


RECORD BIRD-BANDING DURING 1924 


REPORTED MRS. ALICE HARRINGTON, RECORDING 
SECRETARY 


members during 1924 banded birds the number 
12,463. The number species and 
amounted 69, nine which have ranges outside the terri- 
tory this Association. Banding records such birds have 
been reported the fact that not few 
members reside the areas covered other banding associa- 
tions. These nine birds are: California Purple Finch, House 
Arkansas Gray-headed Junco, Pink-sided 
Intermediate Western Tree Sparrow, Western 
Lark Sparrow, and Tufted Titmouse. 

the birds banded during the year, ten species make 
are: Common Tern, Eastern Song Sparrow, 
Slate-colored Purple Finch (Carpodacus purpureus), 
Chickadee, Black-crowned Night Heron, Chipping Sparrow, 
Tree Sparrow monticola), American 
and Roseate Tern. 

Returns for the year number 763, which 119 were Purple 
Finches, 15.59 per cent. 


Se 
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STARTING BANDING STATION 


just beginning operations sometimes report that 
they cannot get the birds come their 
usually shows that they had put out trap with some bird- 
food it, the they had done everything neces- 
attract the birds. 

birds, but suitable food, properly placed, has great attrac- 
tion for them, that the prospective bander’s first move 
should bait the birds placing food the ground 
elsewhere locality frequented them and near the 
spot where the trap placed possible. The practice 
baiting birds varies with the time year, the species 
birds, numerous local conditions, where 
the trap traps are placed. The kind traps also 
plays part the problem. planned use auto- 
frequented birds, such old, weedy gardens, but 
when pull-string (drop-door) traps are used, they must 
placed conveniently near the house order that they 
may under easy and frequent observation. 

When baiting birds, use food known sort 
which they are accustomed, and for seed-eating birds, use 
seeds, preferably Consider the following aver- 
age case: planned use pull-string, other non- 
automatic, trap the ground, say twenty-five feet from 
house, where shrubbery and the birds are likewise 
infrequent. nearest cover, shrubbery woods, fre- 
quented likely frequented birds, say two hundred 
feet away. The season the fall spring, when seed-eating 
birds have appeared are expected, such Sparrows 
and Going now the nearest cover, scatter thin 
line seeds the ground, large, low-lying rocks, for 
distance say two hundred feet, first clearing the leaves 
away that the food may readily visible, and one 
two places put down considerable quantity. This line 
preferably should course directly away from the banding 
station. due season the birds will the seeds and 
follow the line the places concentrated supply. After 
day two, discontinue putting out food except the place 
nearest the station where the birds have become baited and 
from here extend the baited line the spot where the trap 
operated, where concentrated supply should again 
the line crosses open, grassy ground the 
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seeds may placed pieces old carpet. When the birds 
become baited the objective point, place the trap posi- 
tion. The rest easy: few birds coming and going the 
trap serve attract others, and the station regularly 
supplied with food, satisfactory number bird visitors may 
expected. 

this stage cheaper substitutes for canary-seed may 
gradually bread and crumbs, fine- 
ground flint feed” for chickens), hemp seed, ete. 
Chickadees, Purple Finches, Goldfinches, and Blue Jays may 
similarly led the station using sunflower seeds, but 
this case best place the seeds trays, such butter- 
tub covers used and nailed sticks, say 
five feet long, stuck the ground the snow, and arranged 
line before and placed about fifty feet apart. 

Shrubbery extending from stations birdy places may 
successfully for baiting-lines. feasible 
this method entice station wintering flock 
birds, Tree Sparrows and Juncos, even 
two thousand feet away, provided suitable cover exists along 
the route. 

When conditions are such that the trap ean 
placed shrubbery other places frequented birds, the 
problem baiting course practically solved advance. 
When convenient, dirt floor for traps should provided. 


MISCELLANEOUS OBSERVATIONS BANDING 
STATIONS 

the present time this country probably witnessing 
our banding stations the most widespread and sustained 
study birds short range (often not over five feet away) 
that has ever taken place, study that promises more 
and more intensive and widespread the come. 
account this close contact with banded birds, may study 
many things for example, the species, the individual, and 
the meaning the little groups birds see about 
way not possible prior the introduction bird-banding. 
Not all the opportunity obtain ornithological information, 
however, due the actual banding the birds, but results 
from the chance observe them which turn 
arises from the attraction banding stations possess owing 
ample and varied food-supply, comparative freedom from 
enemies, bathing facilities, and the wind and snow shelters 
with which many stations are equipped. 
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Among the interesting phenomena 
quently observable banding stations, there are several 
regarding which the following notes may helpful the way 
pointing out problems which our members may assist 
solving. 


flash colors meant the momentary display strongly 
contrasted colors. Well-known examples this are the 
exhibitions white displayed spreading and closing the 
tail-feathers among the and the common Blue Jay. 
The former birds make this display while feeding the ground 
and particularly when flying cover; the latter 
ally under similar conditions. question arises the 
purpose this habit, the value the birds, and 
the solution the problem one the bird-bander 
particularly favorable position discover; but studying 
the habit one must not overlook the fact that several species 
birds possess still more but, purpose, closely 
similar, not identical, habit, namely flashing the wings 
which consists raising them well over the back and closing 
them. This habit may observed our common Purple 
(Carpodacus purpureus), the White-throated Sparrow 
(Zonotrichia albicollis), and the Song Sparrow (Melospiza 
melodia), and doubtless many other species, and has been 
observed while they were feeding about station and usu- 
ally more commonly when the birds were crowded together, 
suggesting that the habit largely matter nervousness. 
Under these conditions Juncos flash the rectrices with great 
rapidity, whereas the movement performed much more 
leisurely when, for example, the birds are flushed from the 
ground. The motion the wings opening and shutting 
them takes place with rapidity, fast, indeed, 
that the movement observable only with difficulty, even 
when the birds are not over ten feet from the observer, and 
especially the case the Whitethroat. The visibility 
Whitethroat’s wing-motion may compared that 
camera shutter during, say, one-hundredth second 
exposure. appears probable that the purpose flashing 
these parts the same both cases, although opening and 
shutting the wings displays concealed and contrasted 
coloration and human eyes the act very inconspicuous, 
whereas the fanning the Junco’s tail very conspicuous 
indeed. 
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AMERICAN GOLDFINCH’S WAY SCRATCHING 


Most have seen the Song Sparrow and the Junco 
search for food the ground the familiar 
but some other species, like the Purple Finch 
and appear never uncover food this manner. 
was, therefore, great surprise observe Gold- 
finch tristis), tray having dimensions 
one foot one foot and situated close window, some 
way making shower sunflower hulls fly out 
the tray, first one side and then the opposite side, and 
doing this without using the feet. Close inspection, how- 
ever, led the discovery that Goldfinches their seratching 
with their bills swinging their heads very rapidly back and 
forth sideways, and the process much more effective than 
one would suppose. will interesting learn this 
habit confined the alone exists among other 
members the genus Astragalinus among other genera 
which not use the feet for this purpose. Banders have 
fine opportunity investigate the subject. 


OBSOLETE INSTINCTS 


has been pointed out that characters ancestral 
order are traceable coloration, and language, 
and that reasonable expect analogous phenomena 
the matter that is, that careful study bird- 
behavior may show evidence instinets practically 
obsolete which have become through disuse. This being 
proved, its converse should also true, namely, that through 
use racial habits may become racial instinets. important 
contribution this subject has been made Hudson 
discussing three species South American Cowbirds. 
one species (Molothrus the maternal 
practically non-existent, while second species badius) 
its loss only partial. former species, like our own 
Cowbird (M. ater ater), strietly parasitic, but two 
sions birds this species have been seen attempting build 
nests their own which they failed complete. Another 
perhaps even greater ancestral remoteness. 

The question obsolete particular interest 
this time account the fact that one our own mem- 
bers, Mr. Laurence Fletcher, (see his article this number), 
has made observation very considerable moment 
order akin Hudson’s referred above, occurring 
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member the same genus. observation shows, perhaps 
for the first time, that the parental believed have 
been entirely lost this species, still exists feeble way 
least single individual, and thereby the question 
raised the prevalence the parental our 
Cowbirds and what ways manifested. Ornithologists 
will not let the matter rest here. Mr. observation 
shows that this species deserving much more study than 
has received along the line Members this 
Association are position greatly assist the work, 
the species, such origin the loss the nest-making habit, 
number eggs laid season, length the egg-laying 
period, verification the belief that the males outnumber 
the females, and the causes and effects this inequality 
the sexes, exists, not forgetting that additional sorts 
evidence the ancient normal nesting-habits the Cow- 
bird are likely discoverable. 


ANCESTRAL VOICES 


have long felt that the uncertain, weak, continuous, 
warble type bird-song heard frequently New England 
from August October, instead being the so-called 
ticing” efforts birds-of-the-year trying sing the songs 
adult birds, reality, least part, ancestral 
ter; and examples such songs, which perish when 
attains maturity, have been zealously looked was 
not, however, until 1923 Peterboro, New Hampshire, 
that case point came attention. 

Every season, some eight hundred feet from Mrs. Whittle’s 
banding station Peterboro, least one pair Maryland 
Yellow-throats trichas) build their 
male sings throughout the courting and nesting seasons, and 
oceasionally well beyond the time when parental care the 
young discontinued. August 15th that year four 
young Yellow-throats without their parents 
Mrs. Whittle’s banding station, attracted apparently the 
ample bathing facilities offered and the thick cover syringa 
bushes along the end the house and other cover about the 
baths. The birds were the station nearly all day for 
period thirteen days, and spent their time searching the 
shrubbery for insects, resting, preening, 

During this period one more them was song. This 
song was the type referred above weak, sweet, low 
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warble five six notes repeated several times without 
pauses between, but less duration than often heard from 
other Species such the Song Sparrow. the 
their stay the song had undergone apparent change, and 
during this period adult birds this species either sex 
were seen heard about the station; fact, none has 
been seen heard close for several years. During this 
period, however, and both before and afterwards when adult 
birds were heard singing elsewhere, they 
departed from their usual type song and any 
time the have heard adult birds sing the weak 
warble these juvenile warblers, nor have been able 
find any references such song their Observa- 
tion during last summer and 
failed discover adult this species singing the warble 
case that the young Yellow-throats were singing song they 
had never heard, simple song sung long ago their ances- 
tors, song believed have been built repeatedly 
stringing together the then call notes the species, which 
elaboration has become the song the adult birds, song 
are asked keep this matter mind order that instances 
the same kind, among this species among other singing 


GENERAL NOTES 


Wells River (Vermont) Bird Notes. One day during the nesting- 
season 1924 saw near banding station Wells River, Vermont, 
Cedar Waxwing (Bombycilla cedrorum) tly past with some small twigs 
its bill. The operation was several times repeated, and observing 
the line flight soon the bird’s destination, small apple tree 
with intergrowing grape-vine. Here found 
nest placed about six feet from the ground. 

the next morning was approaching the site from different angle, 
when heard the Waxings’ and upon looking saw pair 
the nest, each with small, dead twig its mandibles. Soon 
they flew back dead hemlock which was about two hundred feet from 
the bird grasped twig its bill and twisting and pulling 
broke off. Apparently this was difficult, although prolonged effort 
was required. 

The nest these birds was composed approximately thirty-three per 
cent hemlock twigs, six seven inches long, the largest having diameter 
about eighth inch, used most plentifully near the top and woven 
with grass and weed stems. single feather and piece string also 
entered into the structure. 

have seen reference the literature describing the use nesting- 
material procured this manner, and the origin the such 
be, considerable interest, for raises the question whether new 
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habit being acquired this species whether was witnessing the 
survival primitive custom which once might well have included gather- 
ing all nesting-material this manner. the latter view seems the 
more probable, natural speculate why the species adopted such 
laborious process procuring nesting-material and the conditions under 
which the habit was gradually lost. 

has been custom mine for number years nesting-time 
place considerable quantity chickens’ feathers garden for the use 
Swallows nest-building. Our four nesting species use them exten- 
sively, the Cliff Swallow (Petrochelidon lunifrons), the Barn Swallow 
erythrogaster), The Tree Swallow bicolor), and the 
Bank Swallow riparia), but especially the latter have 
seen fifteen twenty Bank Swallows the same time flying about these 
feathers, which were placed the ground, gathering them usually 
the wing, and beautiful sight see with what ease, grace, and variety 
movement the feathers are secured. The nearest colony this last 
March, 1925. 


Juvenile Birds.—Banders should make every effort recognize 
when they have them hand, and their record-cards and 
note-books should record the every bander handles fledglings, 
but most have visits from juvenile birds during July and August 
which should identified such most instances, thus recording the 
age the bird within narrow limits. this season, juvenile birds may 
recognized the softness the plumage and the absence feather- 
wear. lens very useful study the condition the plumage, particu- 
larly the tips the tail and wing The tarsi many young birds 
are commonly larger than those old birds. quite possible and very 
desirable become acquainted with the fall and winter plumages 
birds about banding stations, for sex and immaturity several species 
can often accurately determined these seasons the published 
data studied. The best papers dealing with the subject, from the 
inland point view, are: Molting Birds with Special 
Reference the Plumages the Smaller Land Birds Eastern North 
Witmer Stone, Proceedings the Academy Natural, 
Sciences Philadelphia, 1896, pages 108-167, and Sequence of* 
Plumages and Moults the Passerine Birds New Jonathan 
Dwight, Jr., Annals the New York Academy Science, Vol. XIII, 
No. 1900, pages 73-348, with seven plates. Many libraries contain 
copies these periodicals. Dr. Dwight’s article contains 
ography the papers treating the subject. 


Recent Song Sparrow Returns.-—One the first birds ever banded 
was Song Sparrow number 11057. This was August 1921, Cohasset, 
Massachusetts. account the time the year the bird may have 
been juvenile. During 1922 nothing was seen it, and this was true also 
1924, but July 10, 1923, returned after apparent absence 
two years. After absence another two years, 11057 was again 
taken station March 15, 1925, the first Song Sparrow banded 
this year. the assumption that the bird was young-of-the-year when 
banded, now approximately years old. course, however, 
may well even older. 

July 20, 1924, banded three juvenile Song Sparrows, Nos. 125225, 
125227 .and 125229, and one adult bird, No. 125226. These four birds 
were trapped together government sparrow trap, and the adult bird 


Bulletin the 
was observed feeding the young birds, who doubtless followed their 
into the trap. 

From this time March 23, 1925, record these birds was 
secured, but this date there was taken from the same trap the parent 
bird, No, 125226. Five days later, there were taken from the same trap 
two the three young birds banded July 20, 1924, Nos. 125225 and 
125227. These were secured four hours apart. 

this family young birds, 66.66 percent have returned their 
immediate place birth. This fact interest perhaps bearing 
the widely-held view that dispersal the young their parents from the 
place their nativity law nature adopted for the good the 
species preventing overcrowding. 

Another aspect the matter equal interest, namely, that these 
three birds apparently arrived about the same time, suggesting that 
family group they have kept together during the winter season and 
returned their home Cohasset together, although course there 
definite proof this. 

Still another aspect the record the coming adult and young 
birds nearly the same time, shown above, thus indicating that while 
may customary the case some species for old birds much pre- 
cede the young the spring migration, among Song Sparrows this not 
universally the Brookline, Massachusetts. 


not occurrence, during the process taking bird 
from the gathering cage, have escape passing out along the hand 
one the upper corners. trouble may remedied cutting 
four-inch circular opening through the rectangular door, slide, closing 
and opening the same with auxiliary, superposed sliding-door running 
under two beveled strips pine, say one-half inch thick, tacked the 
door, one above and one below the circular opening. Certain types 
gathering cages may require that the superposed door should slide vertically 
instead horizontally. 


Notes Downy and Hairy Between November 21, 
1923, and march 14, 1925, there were banded station Dover, 
Massachusetts, among other species, twenty-one Downy Woodpeckers 
medianus) and six Hairy Woodpeckers villosus) 
all doubtless winter plumage, when banded. These birds were taken 
tree pull-string trap, six inches six inches twelve inches, made 
feet from the ground, and the back the tree closed the 
top, but the bottom hinged, forming door, with wire eight inches 
long attached such manner that when the door hangs directly down- 
ward the wire projects upward parallel the long dimension the trap 
and lying against outside, that when the string, which attached 
the free end the wire, pulled, the door string runs through 
the window-casing dining-room, some twenty feet distant. 
trap baited with suet, the woodpeckers entering readily, shown 
the fact that March 22, 1925, took eight repeats, (Nos. 120705 
and 129730 twice each). 

Downy repeats total forty-seven. these No. 86726, female, banded 
November 21, 1923, repeated eight times, four times 1924, and three 


These notes are condensation the editor banding station 
records. 
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times 1925, the last time March 22d, that she now nearly two 
years old she was born male Downy, No. 86727, banded 
the same day, repeated six times, the last time January 18, 1925. Many 
the Downies, and perhaps all, come intervals throughout the nesting- 
season, but not trap them during the summer. They doubtless nest 
near matter surprise find that, the twenty-one Downies 
banded, over seventy-one per cent were females. Whether this ratio 
accidental not, have knowledge. Confirmation denial needed. 
and bird-banders are position secure the facts. the ratio 
confirmed, expected that disparity the sexes unusual 
must reflected the habits the species, although habits attributable 
such inequality have not been discovered. 

number occasions young Downy followed its mother 
banding station, where she fed with three four fragments suet 
These were placed the mouth the young after the manner Robins, 
evidence regurgitation being observed. 

the six Hairy Woodpeckers banded, four were females. This ratio 
two one very interesting, but, the number this species banded 
small, the excess females may well accidental. Two the 
females repeated once, Nos. 120712 and This species much 
less abundant about station, and traps less easily. They, common 
with the Downies, pretty surely nest near 
2p, Dover, Massachusetts, 1925. 


Caution.—Our attention has again been called the great need 
accurately reading band numbers. read them incorrectly intro- 
duce inexcusable error into scientific work, error which may lead false 
conclusions the one hand and the other hand the loss important 
records. 

best not attempt read numbers when they are wrong side up, 
and all cases should kept mind that some figures, only partially 
sight (due the band-surface being curved), may easily mistaken 
for others. For example, figure often appears the figure figure 
bottom side up, the figure and, conversely, the figure becomes figure 
Figure hastily read, may reported figure dim light, figure 
end the line letters instead the end the number. figure 
number sometimes omitted. 

The use lens this work reeommended. Haste banding birds 
and reading band numbers make for errors, inadequate study, and 
careless and scanty note-taking. 


Word has just come that Professor Frederick Saunders Cam- 
bridge, Massachusetts, has recovered Kittery Point, Maine, March 
30, 1925, Tree Sparrow No. 67250, banded Mrs. Hubbard 
New Haven, Connecticut, January 31, 1923. The distance between these 
two banding stations straight line one hundred and sixty-nine 
miles. This record unique far this Association concerned 
account the distance from one station the other. records this 
sort that will enable time know the details specie’s migration. 


The Bird Boxes 


Tested and approved Officers the 


White Pine, Stained Painted 
Pull-String Door, Metal Squirrel Guard 


Chickadee—Wren size $0.75 
Bluebird—Swallow size 1.00 
Screech Ow!—Flicker size 1.50 
Automatic Food Hopper 1.25 


Delivered in New England 


May Brothers, Cohasset, Mass. 
John B. May, Jr. Edward W. May 


Out-of-Doors 
New England 


ILLUSTRATED LECTURES 
BIRDS, BEASTS, AND BLOSSOMS 


Dr. John May, Cohasset, Mass. 


A small girl said “There were three whole 
schools there and you could have heard a pin 
drop.” 

The secretary of a Bird Club wrote “The 
lecture proved to be interesting and instruc- 
rive to both adults and children.” 

The Park Museum of Providence has 
crowded its lecture hall on three different 
occasions. 


ILLUSTRATED CIRCULAR REQUEST. 


Prismatic Bird Glasses 


Large field view. These binoculars are among the finest made. 
Convenient porro-prism type with central focus and pupillary ad- 


justment. 
ounces. 


Perfect chromatic correction. 


Weight twenty-four 


Complete with leather case and carrying strap. 
Made Schutz, Hensoldt, Rodenstock, and other well-known 


manufacturers. 
Value $45.00 


Our price $19.50 


Recommended Massachusetts Audubon Society 


HENDERSON BROTHERS 
Miller Building, Federal Street, Boston, Mass. 


: A 


State Local Lists 


162 Boylston Street 


Bird-Lovers and 
Banders Everywhere 


the request the Northeastern 
Bird-Banding Association are pre- 
pared supply mixture bird seeds 
for feeding purposes. The combination 
was selected prominent ornitholo- 
gist. You can secure pound lots, 
more, parcel post. The mixture con- 
tains chick feed, sunflower, millet, hemp 
and canary. wanted, can supply 


any these kinds separately. Write to- 
day. 


Price, postpaid 


Ibs. $1.50 


FISKE SEED CO. 


THE SEED STORE 


and Faneuil Hall Square 
Boston (9), Mass. 


Old, Rare, and Important Books About Birds 


Set The Nuttall Bulletin and The Auk 


Bird-Lore 


and other publications 


MAIL ORDERS ONLY 


The Boston Bird-Book Company 


Pamphlets and Magazines 


Boston, Mass. 


itis printed all had 
better printed well. Send 
your next piece print- 
ing. will handled with 
personal interest and care 
that will certainly increase 
its value you without 
necessarily increasing 
cost. 


Goss Company 


Printers 


High Street Boston 


9 oF 


HIGGINS 
ROCK, MASS. 


Designer and Maker Bird Traps 


ALSO BIRD BOXES MADE 


ANY SIZE 
OR SHAPE DESIRED 


trap 
proof shutter 1.00 


rodent 


proof nesting box 


Me reduction on hind at one order.) 


de for observation —20e extra. 


Made white pine 


4', x4', x9 inside, 1 hole The Higgins ” Line 


Rodent-proof bird house 
with pull string attachment Traps 
No. 


box trap. Order by CAN HL with order 
Metal protection and 


self-adiusting, sutematie Sparrow Trapi 5.00 
nesting-box trap Bluebirds and 1.10 


Pwodor” automatic tree-trap. “To fit tree, wires furnished to 
make doors take Chickadees, 


Downes, Nuthatehes, Brown Creepers, ete.** to 5.00 
* Delivered free in Vand 2 zones. Other zones extra. Write for 
Me postal law makes postage nnecertain, 
F* Postage extra on pounds or over. 
ipped hy CL purchase pays charges. 


ILLUSTRATED CIRCULAR FREE REQUEST. 


Yor 


SUGGESTIONS FREE. 


For Cuts of {raps Nos. 1, 2. and 4, see Ad. in Bulletin No. 1. 
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